PLATT,   HOUSMAN  AND  KER
but Ker refused to be drawn. 'Forgiveness', Ker began, 'is the
last refuge of malignity. I will not forgive Professor Housman.5
And he sat down.
Housman himself sometimes declined battle, and I have
reason to remember a case when he left Ker in possession of the
field. I had just been appointed librarian, and, with some
friends, made a pretty thorough search of the then very neg-
lected College library, in the course of which we discovered
fourteen additional boxes of manuscripts, till then unknown,
of Jeremy Bentham, and an unknown Coverdale Bible. I
reported this to the Library Committee, possibly with an excess
of self-satisfaction which Housman thought ought to be dis-
countenanced. 'Would it not be as well', said Housman, cto sell
the Coverdale, and buy some really useful books with the money?5
'Judas Iscariot once said something of that sort/ retorted Ker,
and Housman left it at that.
Another occasion on which Housman refused a challenge
was when his brother Laurence came to University College, to
give a lecture on behalf of women's suffrage. At the end there
were loud cries for Alfred to speak. He rose and said:
Birds in their little nests agree:
And 5tis a shameful sight,
When children of one family
Fall out, and chide, and fight.
He then sat down again. Such at least is my recollection; Mr.
Laurence Housman remembers the lines rather differently.
Yet I am inclined to think my version correct, for Dr, Watts5
pious poems were well known to Housman from childhood, and
were praised by him in his Cambridge lecture, The Name and
Nature of Poetry.
Housman differed from Platt in the care he took that'his
papers, read before colleagues and students, should not be
printed. He gave one of the earliest of the Foundation Orations
of University College Union Society. He delighted his audience
by anthropological conjectures as to the origin of such cele-
brations, telling us how the savage, when suffering from tooth-
ache, said, The ghost of my grandfather is punishing me for
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